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Hydrovolts Makes the Semi-Finalist Round of the Pacific Northwest Clean
Tech Open

SEATTLE, WA. May 12, 2009 — The judges for tGkean Tech Opepicked Hydrovolts, Inc. of
Seattle as one of twelve semi-finalists from theiffaNorthwest in its national competition for
clean tech entrepreneurs and their innovative compa Hydrovolts produces innovative micro-
hydropower turbines that will make new sourceseokemwable energy around the world. In a few
months three of the twelve semi-finalists will Enred regional finalists and each will win
$50,000 in cash and services and a trip to thematfinals against teams from California and
the Rocky Mountains. The national winner gets ékpge of cash and services worth $250,000
as well as national exposure.

Hydrovolts is on a roll - In April 2009 Hydrovoltgas voted winner of the “First Look Forum”
of theNorthwest Entrepreneur NetwofKWEN) out of a starting field of over 50 compasidn
May the company won th&no Society’sZenith Award for Best Investment Opportunity by
popular vote of members at t@geen Investment Foruand in June the company won a
$50,000 equity investment from the Zino Green Fufidle prize was awarded by a review
committee of eight venture capital and finance eisp@nd attorneys.

The latest recognition of Hydrovolts opens the doarational ex-
posure. The&lean Tech Open is an organization of leading entre-
preneurs, academics, investors and companies, ngptigether to
accelerate the development of clean technologyugtsr It pro-
vides resources, education and support for cledndatrepreneurs.
Activities include the Annual Business Competitibdentoring, Sustainability Workshops, a
series of Public Symposia and a Resource Directory.

Started in California three years ago, the Open hnasvregional contests in California, the Pa-
cific Northwest, and the Rocky Mountains. Eastegions will be established soon. In the
Open’s annual business competition, clean techiag receive business counseling from vol-
unteers to prepare the Executives Summaries aflblosiness. These are submitted to judges
who pick semi-finalists. In this first year of tRacific Northwest Open, fifty-six clean tech
companies in a wide variety of sectors appliede telve semi-finalists, including Hydrovolts,
get a number of benefits including
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» Clean Tech Open Accelerator — A weekend-long tregjrdamp of workshops designed
to address every aspect of the business creatome$s, including financial and legal is-
sues, business plan writing, funding presentatior@sketing, and sustainability

* One-on-one mentoring by industry leaders

» Business Clinics — Access to specialists in finahglanning, corporate structure, intel-
lectual property, marketing, PR, sustainabilityd &mdraising

e Sustainability Starter Kit

* Mock Judging — Practice pitching to an expert pavi¢h live feedback

* Judges' feedback on business plan and presentation

* Inclusion in CTO Alumni Directory

» Clean tech networking events

» Lifetime membership in CTO nation-wide Alumni netko

The President of Hydrovolts, Burt Hamner, said,iSWas a challenging contest because there
were 56 applicants with an amazing range of reatBresting business ideas. Some are true
start-ups and others are already making moneyofAhem are promoting cleaner technologies
for a better world. To be recognized as one otwedve semi-finalists is exciting and humbling.
The benefits and counseling we will get are gré&sle are going to live up to the expectations of
the judges. And we really hope to win the $50,68¢h prize and be one of the three out of
twelve who are going to the national competition!”

The Hydrovolts technology enables distributed readde energy generation from fast water cur-
rents found in canals, spillways, and other comstédi water channels. The floating turbines are
inexpensive to make and quick to install, with ite sonstruction needed. The company is rais-
ing funds from private investors and is applyingtfte many grant funds available for renewable
energy demonstration projects.

Information about Hydrovolts, including animatiomdavideo of its new turbine, are online at
www.hydrovolts.com For more information contact Burton Hamner, RPlast, at
206-491-0945 or emaiurt@hydrovolts.com

Clean Tech Openhttp://www.cleantechopen.com

ZINO Society: http://www.zinosociety.com/news/740/

NWEN: http://www.nwen.org/index.php?option=com events&lid=15&id=201
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